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polls ?—They come as a whole if they support the same candidate. If they supported different candidates they would come in two parties. In one district they came with bands playing in front of them.
99.	That is quite like old times in England !    Do
you think the'ballot is really secret in the case of
the illiterate voter ?—As far as the presiding "officer
is concerned it is not secret, because he knows it ;
and in certain areas I notice  the electors do not
much dare to make a secret of it.
100.	The Chairman :  They do not mind saying for
whom they voted ?—No.
The Chairman :   Whether truly or untruly I
 101.	titajov Attlw •    Do you think the presiding
officer ever gives them av/ay ?—No.
 102.	You have got an adequate staff all round to
secure the secrecy of the ballot ?—I do not think
there has been a  single complaint throughout the
province that the presiding officer has given a voter
away.
}03. With regard to the giving of meals and rides in carriages and so on, would you regard that less as real bribery and more as a friendly act to people who come from a distance ?—I would not call it bribery. In the rural areas there are no shops, no regular shops, and there is a general custom in rural areas that whenever a stranger comes he should be given food. I would not call it bribery, it is more a sense of hospitality that prevails.
 105.	Major Attlee :   Would you say that treating
was not really bribery at all, but more a hospitable
custom ?—Yes, I think it is a hospitable custom, but
it is a corrupt practice according to the rules.
 106.	But   more   technically   than   practically ?—
Yes.
 107.	The entertainment is not so much to bribe
as to be kindly ?—Yes.
 108.	Mr.  Cadogan :   Do I  understand from you
that the machinery for recording the votes leaves
nothing to be desired so far as secrecy is concerned ?
You do not suggest any change ?—No;   so far as
secrecy is concerned I have heard no complaints.
 109.	Therefore the question of influencing, with
secret voting, is not so important ?—I have heard no
complaints.
 110.	Lord Strathcona : In paragraph 61 on. page 25*
you refer to the question of personation, and it is
stated there that in subsequent elections there was
personation, but the figures are not high ?—Yes,
 111.	In your experience, do yon think a lot of
" dead men" vote ?    That is to say, people die
and other people take their places ?—I do not think
so.
 112.	The electoral rolls are sufficiently up to date
to  avoid  that ?—Yes.    Before  the  election   takes
place we revise the rolls.
. 113. With regard to the deposits which candidates have to make, would you give me a rough idea of what the amount is?—I thinV Rs. 500 for the Assembly and Rs. 250 for the council.
114.	The Chairman : In what event do they forfeit
Dr. Narang:   If they poll less than one-eighth of
the polled votes.	&
115.	Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan-:  With regard
to electoral rolls, have you noticed that in urban
areas two persons may be entitled to vote for one.
and the same property, for instance, the owner of a
house   coming  within   the   classification,   and   his
tfenaat, while in rural areas this is not so, and onlv
the owner of the land votes ?—Yes.	"
 116.	Do lessees of land other than Crown land
vote in rural areas ?—No, only lessees of Crown land.
 117.	Other lessees are not qualified ?—No   not
according to the xules.	'
 118.	I suppose you know there are joint electo
rates for  district  boards,   there  are  no   separate
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 electorates so far as election to the district board is concerned. Could you tell us whether the creditors, or other people have an influence over the voters ? —I have no experience of distzict boards at all.
 119.	You were also in charge  of the Gurdwara.
committee elections ?—Yes.
 120.	What   is   the   qualification   there ?—Every
Sikh who is twenty-one years of age and over is
entitled to vote—both male and female.
 121.	Have you found any difficulties in elections,,
although they have adult franchise ?—There   were-
difficulties, but the number of people actually regis
tered was not very large ;   it was about the same as-
in the case of the council.    In the council it was
7 lakhs and in the case of Gurdwara it was 8.
 122.	For one community alone ?—Yes.
 123.	With regard to election expenses, you told
us you had heard, or had had complaints, that the
actual expenses were not shown.    Would you agree
with me if I told you that in most elections the
usual expenditure is about Rs.   10,000 ?—It is for
the candidates who  spend the  money  to  say.    I
cannot be certain on that score.
 124.	Have you heard that in one constituency in.
the Punjab at the last election the candidates spent
at least Rs.   30,000 to Rs.  40,000 each ?—Yes,   I
heard that.
 125.	That would mean that a peasant proprietor
or other small man would have no chance at all ?
—Yes, if all the constituencies acted like that he
would not have a chance.
' 126. Do you think that if the tenants were also enfranchised the increased number of voters would probably lessen the chance of bribing the voters ? You have constituencies now where there are only two or three thousand voters, but if there were ten to fifteen thousand would it lessen the possibilities of bribery ?—It depends on the length of the candidate's purse !
 127.	Very few women electors come to the polls.
Do you think that is due to the fact that no special,
separate arrangements were made ?—Partly.
 128.	Do you think if there were separate arrange
ments more women voters would  come ?—Yes,  I
think so.
 129.	You also refer to the purdah system.    May
I ask you to inform the Conference what percentage
of Muslim women are in purdah ?—I  said it was
partly due to purdah.
 130.	You will agree with me that very few Muslim,
women are in purdah ?    For instance, in rural areas
they are not -?-^-Not in the tenant class, generally.
 131.	Or   even   in   the   small   peasant   proprietor
class ?—I have not any experience of other districts,
tout.so far as my own district is concerned I think
even the small peasant class would be,
 132.	The Chairman :   What is your own district ?
—Attock.
 133.	Captain  Sikandar Hayat  Khan :    Will  you
agree with me if I say that in your district (wMch
is also mine) the percentage of purdah women would
be only about 10 per cent, of the total ?—Yes, about
that, I should think.    Generally it is the proprietor
class.
 134.	Lord Burnham:   Is  10 per cent,  the usual
average you would take for ladies in purdah ?
Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan : Yes. Dr. Narang:  It is much less.
 135.	Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan :   That is the
outside figure;   I agree it is probably much less.
(To the Witness) :  You say that the majority of
electors are illiterate, and  I agree with you that
they are at the present time;   but do you feel that
during .the last two or three elections there has been
a gradual increase of political consciousness among
the voters ?—Yes, certainly, and even if the voter
is illiterate I think he starts taking a keen interest
in the elections.
 136.	With regard to the personal touch, do you
think it is at an possible in these larger constituencies
to have personal touch at all ?—No, it is difficult.
137'. You think there would be more opportunities

